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BY WES ORSHOSKI
NEW YORK-As soon as he chose
fellow singer/songwriter Steve
Earle as co-producer, Ron Sex-
smith knew that his new album,
Blue Boy (Cooking Vinyl/ spin-
ART, June 5), was going to be a
significant departure from his pre-
vious recordings.

While Whereabouts was made accord-
ing to a highly defined game plan,
things were obviously more sponta-
neouson Ble Boy.

on a couple of old ska records, like
Desmond Decker and people like
that. It was music [that] I was only
vaguely familiar with. I thought,
'How's this gonna work exactly,
because I don't sound anything like
a ska singer.' In all these cases,
Steve felt that I worried too much.

(Continued on next page)
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Sexsmith explains, "When we
were discussing ʻNever Been Done,
Stevesaid, I don't knowhowyou're
going to feel about this, but I have
this idea that I'd like to try' He put
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511 In 1988, Earle caught one of

Sexsmith's early shows in his
native Toronto, where he was
playing more uptempo, rock-influ-
enced material. Over the past
decade, as the folky Sexsmith
recorded three rather winsome,
sometimes lavish albums with pro-
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ducer Mitchell Froom (Suzanne
Vega, Crowded House), Earle
wondered what happened to the
rock'n'roll side of Sexsmith.

For reservations, call 800-223-4164.
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108 When the two artists met to dis-
cuss which of the many songs writ-
ten for Blue Boy would make the
album, Earle seemed determined
to resurrect the Buddy Holly,
Kinks side of SeXSmith that he
remembered from that gig at
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"I had this idea that we were
gonna make a country-ish, Car
Wheels on a Gravel Road-type
record," Sexsmith says. "But when
I got to Nashville and we started
comparing notes and looking at the
songs that we were kind of gravi-
tating toward, Steve had it in his
head that the ones that were the
most interesting were the more
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Though certainly aware that
Earle, who co-produced the set
with Ray Kennedy, was favoring a
rock approach, the 37-year-old Sex-
smith says he couldn't have forseen
the directions he would be pulled in
under their leadership. Together,
the songs on Blue Boy form what is
undoubtedly Sexsmith's most up-
tempo, guitar-driven effort. But,
more interestingly, the album skips
from genre to genre and boasts
some fairly brow-raising experi-
ments, including the jazz ballad
"Fool Proof" and even a ska song,
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"Never Been Done."
"Just by nature, Steve is a

rougher individual-he's more in-
your-face," Sexsmith says. "I think
the record has those aspects. It is a
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Recording Blue Boy, taped over
six days in Nashville about a year ago,
was also quite a different experience
for Sexsmith, who is accustomed to a
good deal of pre-production from
working on his Froom-produced sets,
especially 1999s Whereabouts, which
features strings and woodwinds.
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