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Juno Award-winning songwriter
RonSexsmithishumble

to the point of being self-deprecating
By TIFFANY MAYER
Standard Staft insecure.

admits.

John says he sounds like an angel.

effacing. Sometimes, he's downright

"Im insecure about my looks," he

And his voice, even though Elton

He is "pretty confident" about his

TORONTO

R on Sexsmith paces the
narrow hallway at DNA
Studios, shifting between
the blinding sunlight of songwriting,however.

an early spring day and As he talks, it's easy to forget that
the dark, windowless control room of this is Ron Sexsmith, Juno Award-

winning songwriter. His eyes remain
the Toronto recording studio. stick his downeast while he relects on who he Ron Soxsmith lsnominated for songwritor of theyear at theJunoAwardsSundaytorDestinatlon Unknown,a colabo.
head into a room with a baby grand
piano, asking if thev're readv for him hdgeting with a bright red plastic people who have allmy records.

ratlon with longtime friend and drummer Don Kerr. PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE STANDAROis and where he's been. When he's not
tence most people would probably be

a feld
coming a musician were born.

ver. drunking cup, he races a crack in the What he doesn't have to contend These days, Sexsmith's pilgrimages hard-pressed to remember
After a few more laps through the

corrido, Sexsmith plunks himself on pick at a cigarette butt stuffed in the celebrit
pavement with his finger, stopping to with isthe fatie that ofter comeswith back to the GardenCity are Prertynear his chttdno0d home on Gal-

gnizabletoevervone he encondandd o oubralth seet now hled in withhous-
en

ll righr but alsoomniscientcamealensesofpaparazzi.Grodesky,orsurveyingSt.Catharines remain quintessentially St.

exsmith

Thelimited time he ishereisspent boy, BretRogers.that hassince as
with his parents, Dorothy and Steve torn down. ToSexsmith,thoseplaces

a leathercouch in the dimly lit control brokenhaspaveme of vulnerability, like a ters.He can walk downthestreetwith-room. Up since 7 thís morning for a
spotonCanadaAM, theDoys
cianislanguishingunder s
ambient ignt.

ovishmusimis little boyneedingreassurancethat out furively dodging rabid fans or theetant reminderstostandup
eraioht and tiehisshoelaces.

And he isn't complainin ever changing landscape. Catharines.
s h Still, he wouldn't mind the fottune When he does that, Sexsmith isn't We used to spend a lot of time

that usually comes with that kind of looking for what's new.He's taking stock dreaming away and drinking tea andfatigue.Hewipes them with the back

his defiant bed head hair out of their
of his hand before clumsily pushing lie Sexsmith's adult reality as a 42- renown. "You see me walking down of what's missing: Diana Sweets, the (Brett's) house isn't there anymore.

two, 21-year-old Christopher and 16- rented house. It's like a costume party, breaks when he stuffed flyers into news- when you have a place with so many

His ageless faceand mannerisms be-

year-old, divorced, and thể father of the red carpet and then I go back to a

really. It's like that for a lot of us," Sex-

Borrowed digs in downtown Toron-

Woolworth's where he'd spend lunch-

papers in The Standard's mailroom.

It's not a big deal, really, but it's weird
wav
Sexsmith is here to film an interview year-old Evelyne.

with Toronto music writer
Kerry Doole. He'll also be
recording tracks from his sentimental Sexsmith's music will always to or not, this is an entirely different of native St. Cathariners over the age melancholy and sentimental."

memories attached to it," SexSmith
It isn't the landmarksforever im- says. "I'm verysentimental. I think
mortalized in the collective memory part of being a songwriter is being

Rod Stewart has covered smith says.
him. Elvis Costello has saidm very

have a place in his CD player. universe from the one that's an hour of 25 that Sexsmith misses most,
He's had breakfast with Lin- down the QEW in St. Catharines, though.
da and Paul McCartney. where Sexsmith and his dream of be-
Sarah McLachlan also counts
herself as a fan.

The son of an absentee father, Sex-
rTunesandwhattheindus- ink part oT
try folk milling about the
studiocallanEPK - an
electronicpresskit.

Delng
asongwriter
is being

smith is the middle of three boys. The

Western Hill's subsidized housing
He longs for the places whose exis- first nine years of his life were spent in

In the meantime, Doole
and Sexsmith's publicist, melancholy

and
Sexsmith has even experi-

enced the commercial feats

complexes with Dorothy and his
brothers Kevin and Don before
Dorothy married Steve and the family
movedto Merritton.OutJoannaifTimeDine,Beingtohgure usually reservednamesof forthe themu-sentimental." Dorothy remembers "Ronnie" as a
creative storyteller always deep in
thought and content to be by himself.
He wasalwavs in like adream,"she

ing inhishand-aface
l sockhe'dbetalk-

in May. is Sexsmith's sev-
nrhorninrh release

Ron Sexsmith sicbusiness.His
MavbetrhisChristmas w

Once the tapestarts rolling, Sex- featuredon anepisodeof teentelevi-
e cerhe tape startsrou n he siondrama adesandcommercia

as
epis

Smith adders ithis10th.
Howeved Sexsmithcontinuestoheconsiders tnsrefutable, successesedar oftheaveragemu

Ontu
ingcdoth,away.a towe,Talking away, making plays

nercialSays

though.RonSexsmithis the epitone mer He doesn'tquestionit,
of modesty. The St. Catharines native Sleconsu
is humble to the point of being self- though. If he's contrusedabout any.
deprecating.

andhedjuStbes
Tnat led Sexsmith's

odmemory.Whenfondest childhood memory. When
he was 11, Sexsmith started a detec-
tive agency with a triend, The two

thing, it's why people think he shouíd
feel like Forrest Gump some bea understandwhat it istimes," he tells Doolewhen asked 1 don'treallyunderstandwhat it is

about rubbing elbows with the likes of about me that they think I should be
Paul McCartney, Elvis Costello and more famous. So much about music is
Bruce Springsteen during his 11-year more than just music," he explains.
musical career. "I just stumble into "It's the image you project visually
these things. I guess if you stick and I've never really had a vision of
around long enough, you'll meet your myself, like Madonna always has a vi-

determined boys handed out flyers
and waited patiently for cases to
crack. Then one day, a call came. A
woman asked for their help finding
a missing watch. They never did
find it, but that didn't stop a
sleuthing Sexsmith. He'd scour the
pages of The Standard, looking for
robberies and other crimes, then
show up at the scene ready to save

heroes sion of herself at a certain moment.
Sitting on a curb outside the studio I'm coming from a more musical

an hour later as he waits for Dine to
return with the quarter-chicken din-
ner he ordered from Swiss Chalet,
Sexsmith says he isn't always so self

place.
"For me, just to make a living at it is
pretty huge. I can travel almost any- Ron Sexsmlth shows off hls flrst guitar and amp that hls parents bought him
where in the world and playmusic for forClhrlstmasin 1978.

the day.
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